
The Rays and their Venice Beach ‘Freakshow’ are
front and center on AMC reality TV series. 
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‘INTELLIGENT
FASHION’

CREATES SMART
STYLES

Claire Ortiz helped start Michael
Jordan’s multimillion-dollar brand.
Now she’s creating a new market
for fashion-first professional cloth-
ing. BUSINESS 1.

RANDLE TO LAKERS?
The Register’s mock
draft has the Lakers
using their seventh
pick on Kentucky
forward Julius
Randle.
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The message the Supreme
Court unanimously sent to po-
lice about what they should do
before rummaging through the
contents of person’s cellphone
following an arrest is simple: 

“Get a warrant.”
Cellphones are unlike any-

thing else police may find on so-
meone they arrest, Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts wrote for the
court in an unanimous decision
Wednesday.

“With all they contain and all
they may reveal, they hold for
many Americans the privacies
of life,” Roberts declared. 

For local law enforcement
agencies, the ruling could hin-
der the ability to investigate
some crimes, officials said. 

In Long Beach, police were
able to arrest two burglary sus-
pects in April after looking at
text messages on their cell-
phones. Long Beach Police
Cmdr. Paul LeBaron on
Wednesday said police would 

‘GET A
WARRANT.’

NOW WHAT DO
POLICE DO?
Supreme Court

ruling could change
way investigations

are handled. 
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SEE RULING ● PAGE 5

Chad Osuna lev-
eled his handgun and
squeezed the trigger.

Pop! 
The gold, spent

casing somersaulted
in the air; a trace of
smoke leaked out of
the gun’s chamber.
Then Osuna fired
again, enlarging the
ragged hole in the
chest of the human-shaped paper tar-
get hanging 5 yards away inside Evans
Gunsmithing Shooters World in Or-
ange.

When Osuna and another man fin-

GUN
CLASSES GOING

BOOM
For half-dozen licensed instructors
in O.C., new policy on concealed
weapons is a boon for business. 
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Chad Osuna,
36, of Stanton
practices
shooting dur-
ing a con-
cealed-weap-
on permit
course, re-
quired to get a
permit. 

SEE GUNS ● PAGE 9

The traffic gods may be finally an-
swering the prayers of Los Angeles’
troubled and tortured travelers.

A plan to link the Metro with LAX,
via a new station and an automated
people mover, is being considered to-
day by the Metro Board of Directors.

There are five possibilities, but the
option recommended by Metro staff
calls for a station near 96th Street
and Aviation Boulevard, about 2
miles from the Tom Bradley Interna-
tional Terminal. It would be serviced
by the Crenshaw/LAX and Green
lines, and an automated people mov-
er would take commuters the rest of
the way.

The people mover would be cour-
tesy of Los Angeles World Airports
(LAWA), which is already planning 

Next stop:
LA X?

City, Metro officials
are discussing

possibility of finally
linking to airport. 
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For years, Malibu resi-
dents have taken illegal
maneuvers to keep people
off their beaches, from
putting up “No Parking”
signs on public streets
and landscaping the
right-of-way.

Now the state can final-
ly crack down on those
who block public access
to public beaches. 

On July 1, for the first time in
more than 30 years, the California
Coastal Commission may levy
fines against people who violate

the Coastal Act. 
In the past, enforce-

ment actions might have
felt like a slap on the
wrist. This change could
provide the incentive
needed to follow the law,
officials say.

Malibu is seen as a
“hot spot” for public ac-
cess issues in the state,
officials said.

Drive through any beach-
side neighborhood or Coast 
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A private property sign is posted at the entrance of a public access-way to Lechuza Beach along Broad Beach Road in Malibu.

The entrance to a public access way to Lechuza Beach off Broad
Beach Road in Malibu. 

Malibu among top violators of blocking
beach access, which now can result in fines.
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now likely have to take ex-
tra steps in those types of
investigations.

“There would be a poten-
tial for it to cause a delay in
our investigations at times,
but as long as we have rea-
sonable suspicion and prob-
able cause, the end result
would be the same,” he said.

Lt. Kent Wegener, of the
Los Angeles County Sher-
iff's Department's major
crimes bureau, said detec-
tives working on large in-
vestigations already either
had search warrants that
included cellphones or a
court-ordered subpoena for
phones, so the decision isn't
expected to change proce-
dures greatly for larger cas-
es. He said the patrol depu-
ties will be most affected by
the decision when investi-
gating street crimes. 

“They are not only going
to inhibited, but they will al-
so be prohibited from going
through cellphones," he
said. “It's going to delay in-
vestigations and discov-
ery.”

But, he said there are
sheriff's officials on staff 24
hours a day, seven days a
week who will be available
to get search warrants
signed when needed.

Roberts acknowledged
law enforcement would be
affected, but he said “priva-
cy comes at a cost.”

By ruling as it did, the
court chose not to extend
earlier decisions from the
1970s – when cellphone
technology was not yet
available – that allow police

to empty a suspect’s pock-
ets and examine whatever
they find to ensure officers’
safety and prevent the de-
struction of evidence.

The Obama administra-
tion and the state of Califor-
nia said the phones should
have no greater protection
from a search than any-
thing else police find. But
the defendants in the cur-
rent cases, backed by civil
libertarians, librarians and
news media groups, argued
that cellphones, especially
smartphones, can store
troves of sensitive personal
information. 

“By recognizing that the
digital revolution has trans-
formed our expectations of
privacy, today’s decision is
itself revolutionary and will
help to protect the privacy
rights of all Americans,”
American Civil Liberties
Union legal director Steven
Shapiro said.

Under the Constitution’s
Fourth Amendment, police
generally need a warrant
before they can conduct a
search. The warrant itself
must be based on probable
cause. 

In the cases decided
Wednesday, one defendant
carried a smartphone,
while the other carried an
older flip phone. The police
looked through both with-
out first getting search war-
rants. 

Roberts said there’s no
comparison between cell-
phones and packages of cig-
arettes and other items that
were at issue in the earlier
cases.

“A ride on horseback and

a flight to the moon both are
ways of getting from point
A to point B, but little else
justifies lumping them to-
gether,” he said.

Authorities concerned
about the destruction of
evidence can take steps to
prevent the remote erasure
of a phone’s contents or the
activation of encryption,
Roberts said. The police
still may seize the cellphone
and turn it off or remove its
battery. If they think that
turning it off could trigger
encryption when the phone
is turned back on, police
can leave the phone on and
place it in a special bag that
isolates the phone from ra-
dio waves, he said. 

One exception to the
warrant requirement left
open by the decision is a
case in which officers rea-
sonably fear for their safety
or the lives of others.

Wegener said there will
be exigent circumstances
where deputies will still go
through cellphones without
a search warrant, when sa-
fety of others is at risk, but
predicted those incidents
will be “few and far be-
tween.”

Justice Samuel Alito
joined in the judgment, but
he wrote separately to say
he would prefer that elected
lawmakers, not judges, de-
cide current matters of pri-
vacy protection. Elected of-
ficials “are in a better posi-
tion than we are to assess
and respond to the changes
that have already occurred
and those that almost cer-
tainly will take place in the
future,” Alito said. 

RULING: Police work to change
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Highway and one can see
plenty of fake “No Parking”
signs.

Some residents even
created fake garages – they
look exactly like a normal
garage, but they’re sealed
shut and part of the home –
intended to keep people
from parking in front of
their home, officials said.

Residents have hired se-
curity guards or put out or-
ange cones to intimidate
people from parking on
public streets, officials
said.

Planters, pavers and
grass are developed right
into the road – into the
right-of-way. It’s legal to
park on that landscaped
plot.

The Coastal Commis-
sion hopes the new penalty
will discourage residents
from breaking the law, Sa-
rah Christie, legislative di-
rector, said.

From now until July, the
Coastal Commission is re-
tooling its enforcement
procedures to decide how
to apply the penalties. The
commission expects to
have a tiered system of
fines.

Jenny Price, who devel-
oped the Our Malibu
Beaches app to make the
city’s beaches more acces-

sible, thinks the legislation
could be a “game changer.”

“Really all they could do
before was say ‘Pretty
please can you take down
that sign,’ ” she said.
“Their hands have really
been tied.”

Blocking public access
in Malibu is especially
problematic since the city
already has limited access.

Carbon Beach, also
known as Billionaire’s
Beach, only has two access
points, and they’re a mile
apart – five times the dis-
tance set by the Coastal
Commission for the city. A
third access-way is now un-
der construction.

Access-ways can also be
confusing. At Lechuza
Beach, one access point is a
door next to a private gate
with no signage to indicate
it’s public. 

Another access-way is in

between property – there’s
a “Private Property” sign
at the top of the public
path, making it appear like
a driveway.

“Would you ever in a mil-
lion years know that’s a
public access-way?” Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission
Enforcement Supervisor
Patrick Veesart said.

“There’s this perception
that they’re essentially pri-
vate beaches,” Price said. 

Veesart remembered
talking to a resident in
2005, when the access-way
was created next to pro-
ducer David Geffen’s Car-
bon Beach home.

“I’ve been here 10 years
and I’ve never been to that
beach,” said the resident,
who lived across the street.
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California Coastal Commission Enforcement Supervisor Patrick Veesart, left, walks
by a fake two-car garage along Pacific Coast Highway near the entrance to a public
access-way to Carbon Beach in Malibu. The garage was built to discourage parking on
the highway in front of the owners’ property.

People walk through the public access-way to Carbon
Beach, which runs alongside David Geffen’s Malibu
home. 

A fake “No Parking” sign is posted along Broad Beach Road, a public street in Malibu.
California Coastal Commission can now levy fines against signs likes these.
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California’s credit rat-
ing is rebounding, reflect-
ing the relative stability of
its state budget. 

Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice upgraded the state’s
rating Wednesday from A1
to Aa3. It cited the state’s
improved financial posi-
tion, its governance chang-
es and management of its
debt. 

Moody’s change follows
similar upgrades last year
by Standard & Poor’s and
Fitch Ratings as Califor-
nia began recovering from
the recession. S&P up-
graded California from A-
to A in January 2013, while
Fitch upgraded the state
from A- to A in August. 

It’s the first time Cali-
fornia has had such a high
rating from Moody’s since
2001.

California is tied with
Arizona and Connecticut
for 46th place in Moody’s
state ranking. New Jersey
and Illinois are lowest. 

Bell sues several
over payouts

The city of Bell is suing a
former councilman, a
steelworker foundation
and a construction com-
pany for millions of dollars
it says they received ille-
gally when former City
Manager Robert Rizzo
was in charge.

The Los Angeles Times
reported Tuesday that the
biggest target is McCullah
Construction Co. The firm
was paid $3.2 million from
2005-10, most of it autho-
rized by Rizzo without a

contract
or council
approval.

The
city also is
suing for-
mer
Council-
man Luis
Artiga for

repayment of most of his
yearly salary, and the Na-
tional Steelworkers Old-
timers Foundation alleg-
ing it received excessive
payments. 

Rail project
reaches milestone

The construction of a
$1.6 billion subway through
San Francisco’s China-
town has reached a miles-
tone. 

The San Francisco
Chronicle reports that
crews finished digging the
tunnel for the Central Sub-
way earlier this month.
Project manager John
Funghi says the excava-
tion was completed on
time and within budget.

The 1.7-mile subway will
connect the city’s South of
Market and North Beach
neighborhoods.

Injured firefighter
awake, breathing 

Authorities say a veter-

an Oakland firefighter hos-
pitalized with life-threat-
ening injuries after his fire
truck rolled over during a
drill is awake and breath-
ing on his own.

City spokesman Sean
Maher says Mitchell Ow
remains in critical condi-
tion Wednesday a day after
the rig he was driving
rolled over at the Oakland
International Airport.

Ow was participating in
a monthly simulated red-
alert drill to test emergen-
cy response time to inci-
dents at the airport. 

The incident remains
under investigation.

$70 million lotto
ticket claimed

The man who bought a
winning, $70 million lot-
tery ticket in San Francis-
co has stepped forward to
claim his prize.

California Lottery offi-
cials identified the winner
on Wednesday as 41-year-
old Eurico Chin. They say
Chin bought the ticket on a
whim at a Safeway in the
city’s Sunset District while
out walking last month.

His ticket matched all
six winning numbers for
the SuperLotto Plus jack-
pot.

Chin told lottery offi-
cials he learned he had
won the day after the
May 24 draw. But he wait-
ed to claim his prize so he
could conduct research
and create a plan. 
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Two riders and their horses gallop down the Central Coast next to the ocean waves
north of Morro Bay on Tuesday. 
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